II
THE TURKISH REGIME
THE CLOSURE OF THE STRAITS
THE conquest of the Straits by the Ottoman Turks was
a gradual one, extending over a century. Their prede-
cessors in Asia Minor, the Seljuk Turks, whose rise in
the eleventh century was one of the chief causes of the
Crusades, had suffered both from civil war and from the
Mongol invasion so that the Greeks in Byzantium were able
to maintain even their feeble hold on the Asiatic shore. But
in the closing years of the thirteenth century the chieftain
of a new band of war refugees from central Asia, Osman I
-whence the name Osmanli or Ottoman-carved out for
himself a new sultanate, the foundations of which were
laid by defeating the Greeks of Byzantium, so that he could
reach to the Sea of Marmora. His son Orkhan, after the
conquest of practically the entire southern coast of the sea
and straits, profiting from Greek dissension and treachery,
sent an expedition across into Europe about 1350, under his
son, Suleiman. Finding the country open to him, Suleiman
finally crossed the Dardanelles and seized and fortified
Gallipoli in 1356. From that time, with but slight intervals,
the Ottoman Turks have held the fortifications on both
sides of the Dardanelles, which at this point are only about
a mile in width. Meanwhile they proceeded with the con-
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